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bt him: Fur foe, Beal no” - mw 5 0s 8 
let bim labour, working with his Hands the 
' Thing which is good, e 
ive F bim that needeth. 


i Apoſtle, in this 1 
the Epbefians to forſake their former 
_ Converſation, which they_had paſſed their 
Lives in, while they were in their Heathen 
State: And in -a particular Manner preſſes 
them to che ſtrict Obſervance of ſeveral-of the 


great ſocial Virtues 3 whereof Juftice, in 2 77 


poſition to Sealing, is one; Honeſt Indufiry, 


a ſecond. and Amſgiving, a third; which. be Fo 


here recommends, even to . in mean 
| Circumſtances, Let him that flole, lays ew” 
\ before his Converſion, now that he is become 
a Chriſtian, feal no more; but rather let him 
1 working with his Hands the Thing which 
; that be may have, not only what is 
ficient for hlmlelf, bur SRI alſo. to 
: give to him that. rede b. | 
My Deſigi in xhis D 
Meaſure .confifnie mie to the firſt of theſr, vi. 
The Prohibition of Theft. To enforce 5 7 
1 ſhall lay before you ſeveral Conliderations, 


"In 


though "A firſt I ſhall offer ought to be ſuſ- 


ficient, which is, the Autbority. of G, bin- 
ell: uho has given us a poſitive Command- 
ment, and delivered it Himſelf, with great Sa- 


n fayiog, THou SHALT NOT STEAL, | = 


MAES OW, 


8 A 


rſe will ; in a great | 5 
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3 . 4 J- 
Go who FL oy, all Thiogs, is the g great 
Proprietor of the World, and all Things 7 
therein; and under certain Limitations, H. 
has transferred this Right to Man; and niade 
him haue Dominion over the Works of his Hands. 


Had Man continued in à State of Inmcence f 


and every one been reaſonable in his Deſires, 
and well ſatisfied with what was ſofficient to 
make him happy; he might have enjoyed in 
common, and without Labour and Sorrow, the 
— Proviſion which Gop hath made; 
and the Earth, of. its own Accord, produced 
for him: But after Man had finned, and the 
Ground was curſed for his Sake, and he was 
doomed in the Sweat of bis Face to eat Bread, 
and when Men began to multiply on the Earth; | 
then Covetouſneſs, Fraud, and Violence, were 
introduced into the World; and it became 
nebel to divide into diftin&t Rights and 
Properties, thoſe Things which before were 
in common: And this Diviſion. being once 
made, it was fit, that every one ſhould be 
content with his own Lot, and not invade the 
Right and Property of others. And this is 
ſo apparently juſt and reaſonable, that the 
| righteous Judge of the World, and Lord of | 
all Things, 12 fenced Mens Properties by a 


Law written in-our Hearts. 


For even before this Law” of Gon v 
publiſhed, Mankind was ſufficiently ſenſible of 
the great Guilt of Stealing. When -Foſeph, 
out of Policy to ſtay bis Brethren, had cauſed 
eee to be e * his Cup; they: 
2 5 hes * iſclaimed 


AY 
diſclaimed-the-Charge: with the greateſt -Viche«. 

mence, and acknowledged this Crime to . 

worthy of Death: God forbid. that by Ser- 

wants ſhould do according io ibis lunge wind 
_ INE et bw: dies nn es 

; ll ir ag veer d af tr 


ins £5 the? Jewiſh Lav; is it was ordered 


by God himſelf, in many Caſes, that fi 
Thief be found breaking up up, and be ſiniilem i hat 
be die, ud -Blood ſhould he ſbed for bim His 


Life ſhould be accounted juſtly forfeited by 
bs Crime. The Prophet Jeremiah ranks, 
this with the blackeſt Crimes; and, in the 


| who, with ſo moch Guile: upon their & 
ee to make their Ap Appearance in 
ouſe of Gop, -( e 9. l e 
murder, an commit Adultery, and ſiueam 7 94 
. and. Jet. come and ſtand before me in ibis Huis 
which is called by n Name? Is this Houſe obichi 
is called by my Name, become a Den of Kobbers 
in your Eyes 2 Is it fit, think you, that they Who. 
are ſo; unjuſt to their Neighbour, ſnould at the: 
ſame Time pretend to worſhip! Go What. 
 baſt thou to do, ſaith Gop to the wicked Man 
in the goth Palm, 40 declare my Statutes; ar 
take my Covenant in thy Mouth? When thou: 
feweſt a Thief, thou conſentedſt unto bim; by 
which, I ſuppoſe, is meant the Aiding or Ale 
mi a Thief; which is too frequently done by. 
receiving and concealing his Polen Goods...) Andy 
this; let it be obſerved, is one of the Crimes 
for which the wicked Man here is, in a ſolemn; 


Os: declared den to 1 unworthy 4% 
A 3 . lale 


5 2 = £750 * 


7 — 


Name of the Lord, ſeverely reproaches Sou | | 


Pres 


#4 


£6: 


And if the Sin we are ſpeaking of be fo 
ſeverely cenſured and puniſhes, under the 


_ Immperfe& Diſpenſation of the Law of Moſes; 
it is, we may be ſure, much more inconſiſtent 
with the Duty of a Chriſtian. We are bound 
by the ſtrongeſt Endearments, to do Good to 


one another: What then will become of us, 


if, inſtead of mee, what is our own, we 
invade the Property of others ? The Duties 
of Charity and Bengficence are indiſpenſably 


required at our Hands : How then ſhall we 


eſcape, if we violate the plaineſt Laws of 
 Sommon Juſtice P And if the M no 
2nd juſt in all his Dealings, for want of Cha- 
' - my, or a charitable Diſpoſition, ſhall not be 
ſaved, where ſhall the Thief and the Robber 
appear? And, therefore, we find that Theft 
has a conſtant Place in the black Catalogue of 
Vices, which, our Saviour has told us, defile 
abe Man; make him unclean and hateſul in 


who is true 


the Sight of Gon ;-and which, according to St. 
Paul, exclude Men from tbe Kingdom'of Heaven, 


II. Or if theſe Men will not hearken to the 
Commands of Gop, yet if they will but, /e- 

conaly, conſent to be governed by the plain 
Reaſon, if they will but conſult their own 
Arpraved Reaſon, (for J will venture to appeal 

to the Reaſon” of the moſt infamous among 
themſelves,) and this will- ſhew them the 
Wickedneſs of their Doings. For can they. 
bear, that any of thoſe Things ſhould be taken 
from them; by. Fraud or Violence, which wy | 


— 


Liu Covenant in bis Mouthyi. e. unworthy to 
read the Word of Gov in the Holy Scriptures, 


— 


ta» 


by the ſame Means, have taken away from Tr 
cg Owners? With what Rage go Fury... 
will they fly in the Face of their Aſſociates, 
if they go about to deprive them of their 
Share in the unrighteous Plunder ?—Now, if 
in their own Opinion, it be ſo baſe, and ſo 
provoking, to rob a Thief of what he has no 
Title to; how much baſer, and wickeder, 
muſt the Thief himſelf appear, in the Sight 
of God and Man, who often robs the bangt 
and induſtrious, of what, by the Laws of Go 
and Man, he has a Right to enjoy? 
Beſides, theſe Men know too well that even- 
a Gang- of Thieves. cannot carry on their. 
wicked Purpoſes together, without being true 
and juſt to one another: No more can any 
Society of Men ſubſiſt, unleſs the Rules of 
Juſtice and Honeſty. be obſerved, and Mens 
Properties ſecured from all unj jut 1 nvaſions. 
80 that the natural Tendency of Theft is to- 
ſubvert all Government; diſſolve the Bands 
ot Society; and turn the good Order of the 
World into a lawleſs State of Rapine and 
| Violence. Now thoſe Perſons are widely 
miſtaken, if there be any ſo weak as to ima» - 
gine, that even the loweſt of the People would 
find cheir Account in ſuch a State of Things. 
| They who have nothing to loſe, might be 
- Gainers for a while, by the common Plunder: 
but would ſoon perceive themſclves unable to 
keep and enjoy it: On the Contrary, theß 
kc) find themſelves deprived of that Main- 
tenance and Protection, which, by the Laws of - 
their x Country, and the Gre well-diſpoſed 
8 * . 


PEP 


People, are now afforded them: {a i mort, 
that the Small and the Great would by this 
'Þ Means beinvolvedin equal Ruin and Cf. 
Bot ſince we have lirtle Reaſon to ſuppcſe, 
tbat they who are addicted to ſuch à ſcanda- 
. lous Vice as Stealing, can be influenced * 
Senſe of Religion, Or r this F ear of Go»; or even 
the Dickates of Reaſon: I ſhall. proceed to (. 
| fiderations of another Nature, as more ſoitable | 
to the Perſons to whory this Diſcourſe is di. 
| feed.” Let thoſe, thertfore, who allow them. 
ſelves | in this infamous Practice, conſider, © © 
III. What aneaſy 3 they con- 
tinually live under 2 ing diſcovered. They 
know that Men ate very yi flat and Fe | 
nin ſecuring their worldly Poſſeſſions: That 
they keep ã ſtrict Watch — all ſuch Perſons, 
Whole Character, and Manner of Living, do 
not place them above Suſpicion. And beſides - 
5 this. they are, in many Caſes, under conſtant 
Far, and joſt Reaſon they have to be afraid, 
of being Bere yed by their Accomplices; or 
0 they, whoſe Cobſciences will allow them to rob 
an innocent Perſon; will hardly ſcruple to diſ. 
cover a thieviſh Companion, whenever they 
TS can fave themſelves harmleſs, or perhaps be 
' tewarded for ſo doing. Or, ſuppoſe rhe na- 
tural Deceitfulneſs 4 fach or ay does bot - 
extend to their AſdcJates; ſuppoſe. they will | 
de Faithful to their wicked. Parthors, while they 
are falſe to all the World beſides ; which is 
indeed too often the Caſe; yer, Whenever aby 
of theſe Perſons are brought ts a Senft d 
"their Guilt, and to N of their Saur 5 te 


will 


— I — — 


* 0 


—— 2 — 
* 


will — OY nay,” af they * 

truly penitent, ee be ready and deſirous 

> diſcover their own; and their Companion? 

Wickedneſs, in order to do Juſtice to thoſe 

whom they have defrauded, and to ſecure | 
them from future Injuries; which is the beſt. 

Method they can take, 3 F eigenes 

both of Gop and Man. rg 

But it may be aid, dr the Signing 'T lief, 8 

who deals in ſmaller Matters, has no need ' 

any Aſſociates at all; and therefore; if he can 

but carry off and conceal his Prize, he may be 

eaſy and ſecure, as having no one privy: to his 
eyll Practiees beſides: himſelf. Eaſy he can- 

not be, unleſs he can conceal! his Wickedneſs 

from Gop and his own. Conſcience: Neither 

can he be /ecure that he ſhall not himſelf difs* 
cover his o] Crimes, in Spite of all his Arts; 

nay; by Means of thoſe very Arts and Endea- 

vours which he uſes to conceal them He 
runs, when no Man purſueth; he hides chim. 
ſelf, before he is ſought after: His O ver- er 

wardneſs in clearing himſelf before he is an 
cuſed, brings him into Suſpicion; and uben 
be finds himſelf ſuſpected, his faltering Speech: 

and Self- contradiction diſcover hi Cub Oi 
if ſome ſew can order their Wordsforartifiaz 

cially, as to tell a great Numberof Lies; v 

ſiſtent. with one another! (vhich they will find: 

a very difficult Taſk) ; yet there is ſearce one 

in a thouſand, when ſuſpected land examined. 

who can ſet, what theſe Wrerches:cally:ia gro 
_ Pace upon the Matter, ſo as to t 

N their Crimes in che Comfuſion df — 

ä "Wm" 


* 


7 


10 ] 
- Countenances. * 4 any are the Ways, nige 
So, who ſees through the darkeſt Receſſes 
ol wicked Mens Minds, has appointed, to 
bring their evil Practices to Light: So difficult _ 
is it, to- go on long i in theſe Ways of Wicked- 


* Neſs, without being detected; and fo vtterly 


. impoſſible. to avoid the continual Fears and - 
Apprehènſions of a Diſcovery; which muſt be 
ſuch an uneaſy State of Mind as all their un- 


But let them proceed to conſideerr,r 
IV. The zd Efetts of ſuch Practices, alter ; 


8 they are diſcovered : The firſt of which is 


. 1 
2 2 tte 
* 
* , 


Shame... When a Thief is ſurprized in the 
Commiſſion of his Wickedneſs, how does he 
hang down his Head, and let fall his Coun- 
tenance, as unable to look his injured Neigh- 
bour, or any honeſt Man, in the Face. Nay, 
he muſt be a hardened Sinner indeed, if he can 
forbear bluſhing to himſelf alone, when a 
Diſcovery of his evil Deeds forces him to 
conſider the Meanneſs and Baſeneſs of them; 
aut how odious they render him in the Sight 
ef Jod, and all good Men. It is no Wonder 
e's ſes the Night, to cover thoſe Sins from 
ofice of Men, which are ſo diſgraceful 

ro Nature, and makes him teſemble 
the Wild Beaſts in the W'ilderneſs, who ſtroll. 

out. in the Night, ſeeking for their Prey. 

So maket ibe Day, the Pſalmiſt obſerves, bat 
Man ſbould go forth to bis Work and to bis La- 
Tour, ummil the Evening Then the laborious, 


lawful Gains cannot make them Amends for. A 


_ honeſt Man, lays him down, and takes his 


Reſt. | He maketh Dat rage, * 


+ * 24 ; | * 


3 17 1 + 

Night, wherein 4 the Beaſts of the Foros 4 kh 
note: Then the Thief moves likewiſe, hut 
after a very different Manner; * the Lions, 
it is ſaid, rear after their Prey ; * 
claim it as their on; and ſo it 1 Si: ng, Will- © 
| of Providence, ;. they ſeek their Meat from Gad;. 
it is the Will of Gop, that the Creatures he. 
has made ſo ravenous, ſhould be ſuſtained and 
fed by this Means. But the ſkulking Thief. 
creeps. about in. fearful Silence; he flarts at. 
the ſhak ing of à Leaf, and trembles reo, = _ 
that does; for. he knows he is nor ſh | 
Meat from Sad, but, by the Inſt 9 - f 
Devil, is robbing his Nei erke 95 which: 
perhaps: be; had. hardly OT” by. the Sweat 
of his Brows. And. Ss muſt; needs expoſe 
him to the utmoſt eee a, 
ſoon as he is diſcovered. . To, 

But the Shame which e Fates will. | 
kot repair the Wrong s he has done ta his 
Neighbour; for. there is a ſecond very natural- 
Effect. of a Diſcovery, which is Ref:tution : . 
He vill be. obliged tareſtore what he has taken 
by Stealth, if it be in his Power; and Ne) 
what: Advantage does, he reap by ſtealing it? 

Neither will this ſatisſy, even human Joftice: - 
there ſtill remains what he moſt of all dreads, 
and that is, ſuch corporal Puniſbment as the - 
Laws of his Country have appointed. for his 
Crimes; to be ſhamefully caurged in the pub- 

lic Street ;.. to be dragged to a xciſeme Gael, as 
unfit for human Society, and unworthy to 
| breathe in the common Air; to be Jenin f 


* indelible Mark * Io be 
| | A. 6 made. 


— 


4 


Ages public Spencle of Contempt i and, in 
ſome Cafes, to be put to a violent and! igno- 
minious Death, by the Hands of the Execu. 
toner. And oh! how dreadfulz Th ; 
nor. only for the wretched Criminal b 
fers, but for every Spectator who Peel of 
even for any of us but to think of, and ima- 
ine he beholds a Perſon in Perſect Health, 
d, as it commonly happens, in the Flower 
of his A ge, taking a ſhameful Fartwel of the 
World; leaving ed though unjuſt Re. 
frinch to his Children's Children; and hur- 
ried away from the Bar of Da Tuftict, 11 
ppear before the ate! Tribune of H 
Theſe" are the known Fruits e all WhO 
follow ſuch wicked Courſes ray expect to'reap, 
whenever their Crimes are difcovered.” But 
ſhould they be for ever concealed from the No- 
tier of Men, yet let them know, whatT would 
more earneſtly entreat them to  confider, in the” 
th Place, That the Eye of God is always 
dn them; they can go no where from his 
Preſenee; Darkneſs cannot cover their De- 
' figns, nor hide them from his View, nor fave 
them from his Vengeance. His Vengeance, 
know, they are apt to look upon as a Thing 
at a Diſtance, which will not overtake them, 
before they come into another World. Alas! 
how many Ways do theſe Men deceive them- 
ſelves! Another World cannot be very far 
from any of us, but the Thief has more Waben 
than möſt others, to look upon it as near at 
Hand; becauſe, if public Juſtice do not reach : 
him yet _ has 6 by the ſecret De- 


TS AE tk ſignation 
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Keton 6H PWeidebeg, Bir Fn 
Mien off in t Career f their Sins: e irn 
yetreth” iches, und not ty Right: (fays che =_ 
phet emfab, „Chap. xvii. 11.) "al leah. 
them in the Nic of | is Days, Beſides, th 
J 4 e e MmEvpae 4 gainft COND while 
bbnrifiue in this World: 7 bill <* 
fa, Hh the Eord bf Hofs, Zeche v. 4 
| WW ball enter Into the Houſe of the ie, a 

it fall remain in the Mid of bi, Houſe; / 55 
2 conſume it, with the Timber thereof, and the 
Stones thereof.” Whience we'ſee, that this pins 
| —— of eſtabliſhing aManSHooſe” and ihe 
his Sobſtarice, btings oftentimes atter 
Peftratioh on all that belongs to Him; nay, 
and entalls 4 Curſe upon bis Poſterity; for 
it 18 conterning ſuch Perſons that 70 ſpeaks, 
when he tells bös, Cod /ayeth up bis Iniquity for 
bis" Chila Chap. xxi.. 19. A Juſt Gor 
cannot charge a Man's Children with the Guilt 
of his Crimes, but He may take from the 
Children, or not ſuffer them to profper in in the 


Poſſeſſion of that which the Parent had Sotten 3 


by diſhoneſt Practice. 
But becauſe it is moch cer ro bop the 
Beginnings of Vice, than to reclaim a hardened: 
Sinner; therefore, "what has been ſaid con- 
cerning Theft in general, T Uefire may now be. 
appliec to the ſmaller Hiſtances of Stealing; 
which the Scripture forbids, under the EX 
preſſion of Purlaining. And this,” e, WSI 
ny forbidden to'Servants, 777. ii. 1O;, 
F purloining, but ſhewing all "poof Fladen). 
"RP indeed there * rest Occaſion for this 


* 


Caen 55 | 


f as. * 

„ becauſe many 1 are apt 
Kak. it a ſmall Matter to make bald, as > | 
term it, with their Maſter's Goods; ef cially. | 

if they keep them not for their own Uk, but 
| beſtow. them; on their Friends and Acquaine. 
| ance: not conſidering that this is not only a 
_ downright Theft, but hkewiſe a Breach of that 


Hut which is repoſed in them; and there. - 
"A: 


greater Sin, than it would be to tea] 
che ſame Things from another Perſon. It 
muſt grieve the Heart of every good Man, ta 
_ obſerve, how very. early, many Children con. 
ſuch a Habit of Stealing, that the meaneſt 
Trifle cannot eſcape their Fingers. They ate 
lifted into the Service of the Devil, as ſonn 
almoſt as they are dedicated to Gap in their 
Baptiſm. - Nay, it is very. credibly reported, 
that in. ſome ] laces, they are taught, even by, 
their wicked; Parentt;, to go thro Lame 
- Exerciſes, by which their little Hands are in- 
ſtructed in. Picking, and Stealing, with more 
= - Care and Pains, than might learn them 10 la. 
= Saur truly: to get- their own Living. And by 
bHeing thus ele up in the Practice af this 
VPoiee in their tender Tears, they come to have 
2 Senſe at all of the Guili, and very little 
E to the Danger of it; but ri wart | 
_ Joo upon Thieving as. the Craft, or Trade, 
| they are to live by; and value themſelves not 
a licle when they excel their Companions. - 
Now it would give no ſmall Check to this WM 
ſtrange Sort of Pride, if they would hear the: il 
e * A. Sus Author * * cc * Thou thiokeſt. : 
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26 1 
a haſt been very cunning, when * 
« haſt over reached thy 1 but Gop 55 
- © knows, all the while there is another over- 
tt reaching thee, and cheating! Thee of what | 
«, is imfinitely more precious, even thy Soul. 
o thou, that art gaping to ſwallow up 
« thy poor Brother, art yer: man a N 
4 to the great Devourer.” . - 
And as for the Parents above-mentioned, -— 
who, inſtead ef training vp their Children in 
* Way wherein they ſhould go, lead them 
to, and urge them on, in theſe, Ways of 
Wickedneſs. If I could ſuppoſe myſelf to be 
| peaking to any ſuch, methinks I could ex 
| ck 4 with them, in fuch a Manner, as 
would make them aſhamed of ſuch -horrid. 
Wickedneſs: You muſt not, indeed, pre- 
«tend-to'a rational Love of your Children, | 
4 for that would appear by ſtoring * 
 - © Minds with good Diſpoſitions, and 
t euring for them ſuch Benefits and le. 
« ſings, as they would have Reaſon to thank: 
« you bes another Day: But you may have 
« ſuch a Fondneſs and Affection for 'them,, | 
r . . Inflin produces; and can you 
e bear: to think that theſe very Children. 
vhom you now pretend to be ſo dear to yo. 
« ſhould be for ever miſerable? Can you bear 
* to think, that Lou yourſelves ſhall be the 
« Occaſion of their eternal Miſery; not 3 M 
"by bringing them into a wicked World, and 
oh to the Naughtineſs'of their 


earts, which is commonly enough to 
A — — eg wu teaching, nay,, 
"I " farang.” 


— 


* 
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e forcing wage to erh n And if 
ec theſe ny oye ere are not ſufficient: to 
affect You, I would aſk onee more, Whether 
* Jou can endure the Thought of being your: 
<' ſelves condemned to endlefs Torments,-fot 
your Children's Sins as well as your O0 to 
r have your own Children to be your Acryſert 
at the laſt Day; and perhaps appointed to 
| * be your Tormentors too, for ever and ever?“ 
| But to proceed: In Country Places, where 
5 Mens Goods lie expoſed in the open Fields 
much Dexterity in Stealing is not required: 
bDut hefe, the Eaſineſs of Theft tempts many 
to be guiley of it, and the Number of Thieves 
helps to ſkreen them from Puniſhment,. and 
| ſetves too, in their Way of Reaſoning, even to 
Try: a plain Breach of Gopꝰs Commandment. 
And here again we moſt; with! grief of 
4 Heart obſerve,” many Parents ſending out 
their innocent Children (they would be inno- 
cent, if their Parents would ſuffer them to be 
ſo) as ſoon as they are able to go abroad, td 
pick and ſteal what they can find; and ſome 
thing they muſt find, or they are fore to receive 
- ſveh Stripes at their Return Heme, which 
ought to be laid, an hundred Fold/ on the 
Backs of their Chf ,,,, 
And now I am upon! ſmall Thefts, 1 l 
inſtance in one, which'is commonly and mame- 
leſsly practiſed in theſe” Parts; I means the 
F Heakng of Wood, or other Boo), nia 10 
The Petſons v o afelg Uilty ee e 
perhaps think it hard ebe wagte un eng th the 
: acid Herd _ TMeves 3 but 1 
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be Thieves; they mult bear to de called vs F 
Let us hear, However, what it W vitally 1 


ad in their own Defence. 


And ffſt; they tell us, that hat they teal 
is of no great Value; 26d was the 2 ang 
| Pains they take in getting it be conſidered; t 
commonly cotnes deater to chern, than Wat 


they purchaſe. It is, I believe, very true, 
that little or nothing is got by ſuch! Practices; 


ind yet J. gent deal of Milbiel ds done to ine 


Perſons who are injured, | Now'it'a Man wilt 
d bo his Neighbour 4 cbnfiderable Inhury, 


an Aggravation of his Wickedneſs ; ; for the 

ſmaller the Temptation is to any Sin; the 

gester, doübtleſs, is che Guilt of 4 "ONE 
Beſides, when ſuch an bne comes to die (at 


Which Time, moſt wicked Men are forted to 
conſider their Ways,) and computes together 


the ſeveral Injuries he has done to others, by 


 flealing Things of Heme Value; he will m. 


_ monly find, that he has dene more Mifchief, 
in the Courſe of his Life, by bent Piifer= 


than "any" others; | who Bade erf . 


and loft their Lives, by one fingle 13 of RYE 


 bery.' And as the former is feldom- puniſhed 1 


in this World, he has Reaſon ts expect à 
more dreudful Reckoning in the World to 
5 When it is 'configered, that 
Gon does not eſtiwate the Guiltler Sin b 


the outward! Action of by the 'Greatneſs' of 


Smalnels ol the * of l W 


vithour'procuring hardly any Advantage to 
himſelf, ſore the Smallneſs of his Gains can 
neyet be pleaded in Exeuſe, ſinee it is Jlainly 


| © 3 

- the Degrees of Evil, which he ſees in the Sin i 
- * . ner's Diſpoſition, He who ſo graciouſly ac. 1 
Cepted the Widow's Mite, on Account of her 

Inability to give more: He who. accepts a | 
willing Mind for: a Deed. of Charity, will f 
doubtleſs, for the fame Reaſon, eſteem. hima il | 
os at Criminal who ſteals. only the  /malles, Mi + 
gs | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


- 


, if He ſees in him ſuch a ghieviſb Dife 
Poſition, "that it-is only Want of Opportunity, 
or MY: of Courage, which hinders him from 


ater... 
| * Fad. indeed, that they mh.” 
| a 3 themſelves in ſtealing Things of 
. (mall Value, do long want Courage to pro- 
ceed to greater. It is the Property of many. 
other Sins, to cloy- and weary, and waſte the 
Strength of the * and ſo leſſen his In- 
_ clination to the Practice of them: whereas, 
ſuch is the peculiar. Deceitfulneſs of this, that 
every Commiſſion of it makes Men bolder, and 
- mote enterpriſing in Wickedneſs. They who 
gare now the viel Sinners of this Sort, who 
inteſt our public Roads at Noon-day, and at 
the Dead of Ni ght break open our . Houſes: 
Thoſe WELLES Wretches, who ſhew them- 
ſelves with fo much Inſolence in our Streets; 
who murder Men without Warning, that they 
may come at their Pockets without Reſiſtance: 
even theſe Men (whom none of you, my Bre- 
thren, I am well aſſured, can think of wich⸗ 
out Horror) did yet begin their Courſe with 
mall Tranſgreflions. - And they who are now - 
venturinguponthe Commiſſion = ſmall Thefts, 


wot choir * and Trembling, know not 
e 


+ þ 


where they ſhall ſtop; nor whether they Hall! 
not be ſo far hardened, as to commit the 
blackeſt Crimes without any Remorſe at al. 
Secondly, Theſe Perfons are very apt to = 
plead, in Excuſe of their Wiekedneſs, thas me 
great Numbers are guilty of the Theft we are 
ſpeaking of, as. well as they. Partners in Ini: 
quity do indeed ſerve to keep one another ing 
Countenance. This leſſens the Shame Wick 
belongs to the Sin; emboldens Sinners in their 
evil Practices, and ſaves them likewiſe, too .- 
often, from the Puniſhment appointed for 
them in this World. But Numbers will not 
ſcreen them from the Yengeence of God: the 
Sin is the ſame, in his righteous Judgment, 
whether one Man or.ly, or a Multitude, be 
| guilty of it; and his all-ſeeing Eye will find 

out, and his powerful Arm will puniſh, every . 
Sinner according to his Works. Some again, 

Thirdly, are ſo modeſt, as to plead their 7 
Neceffity-; what they ſteal is one of the Neceſ . 
 faries of Life, and they have not wherewithat 

to purchaſe it: I might here afk theſe Perſons, 
| whether they do not purchaſe® ſome Things | 

that are not need/ul: ſome Things that do not is 
ſatisfy the Cravings of Hunger; but rater 
ncreaſe them: Things that waſte much of MM 
their Time, weaken.their Nerves, and deprive 

them of that Strength and Vigour which 

ſhould be their Support: And f /e Things s 
again, which ſerve only to ſupply the former , Wl 
Loſs of their natural Spirits with falſe and = 


A Tea, Ce. + Spiritoous Liquors.: , 


- 
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5 annafural ONES... 3 wil — tell us, ah 
they have laid, out, thei Money WO faſhion- 
able and pernicious | 8 that they are 
5 9 . — the Necgſſaries of. Life? But let 
is paſs; for I know. how, tender the Place is 

I have touched. upon; I would willingly heal 
. their Sares,. without. putting them to Pain; 
* and if-I make uſe of any Expreſſions that ſeem 
to them Harſh and Severe, they proceed not, 
I can aſſure them, from a Want of Campaſſion, 
for. the Miſeries of, thoſe who are really Ne. 


.  cefſitous;, but from a; ſincere Deſire of pro- 


motiog their trueſt Intereſts. in this World, 

and ir eternal Salvation in the next. For 
- if I am not very much a Stranger to my own 
| Heart, 1 have a real and tender Senſe of the 


. Hardſhips and Sufferings of the Poor; yet 


Vould 3 them bear with Patience greater 
Sufferings than they do, (if it ſhould pleaſe | 
Go toſtry their Patience with greater) rather 
than go about to relieve. them, by diſhoneſt 
Practices. eee 
But to return: If T0 Ples of. Necefliy 
would juſtify their Theft. in this Particular, it 
would juſtify. their ſtealing any other Thing 
chat is neceſſary to preſerve. Life. I grant, 
that Fuel is neceſſary to our Subſiſtence; but 
it cannot be ſaid to be quite ſo neceſſary as 
our daily Bread. Therefore, if Men's Neceſ- 
fities were really ſuch as might excuſe them in 
ſtealing any Thing, ſurely it would be more 
2 * to ſteal What we juſtly call the 
Fa of Life, than any other Thing of equal. 


6 of | r ny * theſe Men are ſenſib RE: 


x 21 3 
| of the ili of Theft, in this latte Ca, 
though they make ſo light of it in the former. 
But this is eaſy to be \accounted för; they 
have not ſuch fair Opportunities of ſtealing the 
one, as they have of the other; and theredone, 5 
are willing enough to acknowledge, the great 
Wickedneſs of ftealing what they cannot enfily 
come at; but would fain perſuade us, that 
is hardly any Sim at all, to- ſteal ' ſuch Things 
as lie more read) to their Hand: Not con. 
ſidering, that a Man's Property in his Goods 
is the ſame, whereſoever they are placed: : and 
therefore; ſuppoſing rhe Things to be equally 
valuable, and ſuppoſing no Violence is uſed, 
the Injury done him is the ſame, Whether the 
are taken out of his e or HS ee 
Barn, or: his Field. ce, A BE 
But we have a gin pier Aüſteer to tits | 
Plea of Neceſſity ; ; which is, that there wa | 
National Relief appointed, for all the Wa 
and Neceſſities of- Fthe helpleſs Por ; and Ge 
; forbid that it ſhould be denied them, 1 800 
to Gop, that all who have Abilities, would 
add their private Benevolence to the public 
Proviſion, in ſo liberal a Manner, as mi 
render the Lives of every one of them 11 
and comfortable: But I muſt wiſh too, thdt 
both pubhe and private Charities were more 
_ confined, than they commonly are, to the Hg! 
© neſt and Induſtrious Poor; and that more Care 
and Refdlution were ſeen in Pariſh' Officers, 
and all who have Avthority, to correct anti 
amend thoſe who are not ſo. They wo BY 
"tip Means de che happy Lnftruments'V 
Falls | e 5 


| „ 
general n they would W down 
_ the Bleſſings of Heaven upon this finful Na. 
tion; and (what they ought in the firſt Place 
to regard) they would diſcharge the Oath of 
Gov, which is bound upon their Conſcience, 
But the Truth is, it is not uſually the 521% 
Poor who are guilty of the Crimes we are 
king of: They are not the Lame, and the | 
Blind; nor the. diſconſolate Widow, -nor Fa- 
therleſs Children, who commit theſe Diſor. 
ders; but they are the ly and ftrong ; ſuch | 
| whoſe Circumftances'place them above being 
relieved by a legal Charity; who would not 
accept of it, if it was offered; and ſuch com- 


N monly, who can find wherewithal to ſupport 


them, in ſinful and extravagant Vices. Upon 


15 all which Accounts, they have not the leaft ; 


2 Mock of Sin; breakio 


Reaſon to iniagine,; that their pretended Ne- 
Ceffities will excuſe their real Crimes. i - 

indeed it is exceeding plain, that no- 
Pig can be ſaid in Excuſe of this wicked 
ractice. It is a ſcandalous Violation of the 

| Laws of Go and Man, and grown to ſuch 
a Height, that it is Time for us to cry aloud, 
bag er the People. their Wanſprelſions: It's 
Time for every honeſt Man to uſe his utmoſt 
85 eavours to put ſome Stop to it: not ſo 
; much. on Accoyat of what he may ſuffer by 
it in his, worldly Affairs, as out of a Chriſtian 
Compaſſion to, the. Souls of Men; of great 
Numbers of Men, who are ſinning, and mak ing 
P. every Day almoſt, 
a Divine Command : 4 Commandment, 


* the great ey * Heaven did Himſelf 
ins deliver 


— 
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deliver in 'Thunderings and Lightn 
Mount Sinai: And yet "theſe Men Tt 2 Ban 


of it; and ſeem, all the 'while they are tranſ- | 
prefling it, to fay EE Solorton's 3 N 
| An mt I in ſport? 6 
It is a juſt Senſe of the terrible Dangers, to 

whieh theſe unhappy Men expoſe their Souls, 
that has extorted this plain Diſcourſe from me, 
to recover if it may be, thoſe who have. 
aſtray in this Particular ; and to prevent all, as . 
bra as poſſible, from falling i into this dead]: 
Sin for the Time to come. And 4 
ing the great Prevalency of this evil TERED, 
] mill hope, if I am ſpeaking to any who have 
hitherto allowed themſelves in this ſinful Prac- 
| tice, that, by the Aſſiſtance of God's | 
they will ſeriouſly conſider not fo, much what 1 
| have ſaid, as what God himſelf fays to them 
in his holy Word, viz, that Thieves Hall r 
inherit the Kingdom of God. 1 15 
Baut if they are reſolved not 0 rnke WG 
2 be the Conſequence whar it will; 
i they liſten to this Diſcourſe as to 4 To/e ib 
+ told, for their ſement only, and not their 
| Anendment, for which it is in Sincerity * 
bk toc t me prevail with them, when - 
ne going about to rob their Neighbour, in 
the nftance above-mentioned, to take this 
me Thought "ry them; nay, les them 
ove. it 1 ' they: can; That the 
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Aus I faig, I would, 
51 all You at leaſt, m 
Providence of Geb 1 
Charge ; and that you 
vince „ how much bt 
Ad this. 95 and Hy 
Advice of the Apal 
the Words, Which 12 
Yiz, 40. 497 >, 47 2 
Thing {fe is god. | 
Jive in Credit, with yo 
the Favour of God; 
Which your own, Hand 
£xpreſbible Satisfation 
tom iſed, that »e, tl 
Phe al, 420 given h 
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ve to ines, 45 the 1 


ace, to him that neede 


ef Almſcving is xecaq 


even to, Perſons. in me 
| dee not doubr,: bht, f 
5 will enahle them to. 
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wid ho Fr better Thing 
t, my Brethren, whom 
ad. has committed to my 
you will at length be con. 
ch better it wall be for y. 
1d the next, to * 

2altle; in the ſe ond . 5 
h 1 can but barely mention, 
ver king with your Hands the 
4. "By, this Means, Yau.) will 
u your Neighbours, and. 
Db; you will eat Td Heat, 
Jands have egrncd. with 40+, 
Hon ; and the Gop wha has 
be. that walketh rigbie 
Veit him ; the Go. Who al 
27 of his Servants, Wal 
et Labours, that 118 hall 
he Text requires, in the lat 
needetb. For. ; nec Wend Du 
recommended, angcnojped 
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